Screening the receptorome.
The term 'receptorome' is now being used to describe receptors, ion channels and transporters in the human genome that are potential drug targets. These proteins comprise a considerable fraction of the human genome, and include the G protein-coupled receptors, which are the targets for many medications. In this review, we summarize recent advances in the field, including the concept that the ultimate goal of drug discovery may not be the development of highly selective single-target drugs, the idea that potential side-effects can also be the goal of multi-target drug screening, and a discussion of the application of computational screening and public domain databases available to interested investigators.